Dr. Smith, America's premier biological photomicrographer, has long worked at the forefront, with leading microscope makers, in developing improved photomicrographic equipment. He has written this brief manual for "medical technologists, histologists, pathologists, biologists and students in the life sciences." Though intended to guide the reader in the process of photomicrography, the author's approach reminds us that one must first master microscopy. This may seem obvious, even axiomatic, but so many people attempt to put the cart before the horse that Smith's emphasis on the proper learning sequence is necessary.
The component parts of the optical system in a microscope and in the photographic apparatus are explained succinctly and illustrated clearly with exemplary photographs. Smith could have said the same thing in quadruple the number of words, but wisely chose not to. In my view, this is laudable; voluminous descriptions couched in ponderous prose on the topic of photomicrography have discouraged many scientists from trying to learn the process. This book explains to the reader what needs to be done, shows how to do it, and in some examples, shows what will happen if it isn't done right. It makes for facile access to the information and the mastery one actually needs, uncluttered by unedifying discursions into optical physics.
Dr. Smith is no stranger to readers of this journal, having conducted a day long seminar on photomicrography at a meeting of the American College of Veterinary Pathologists. From experience spanning four decades, he has distilled what every pathologist has always wanted to know about photomicrography, but had no one to ask. Perusal of this book will enhance the skills of the accomplished photomicrographer; but more important, it will bring new hope to those who had given up, and valuable instruction to the neophyte. It deserves a warm welcome, and should find a place near every photomicrographic apparatus.
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